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Presidential 

Vestiges 

By Maxine Cheshire 


At the insistence of Congress, The 
General Services Administration has 
razed a $131,000 Secret Service com- 
mand post on the Key Biscayne prop- 
erty of former President Richard M. 
Nixon and may soon demolish a $412 - 
000 helipad. 

A GSA spokesman confirmed last 
week that the two-story, architect-de- 
signed building has been leveled. Ras- 
ing was ordered after attempts failed 
to find a local government agency that 
could use the structure free in ex- 
change for moving it from the site. 

The concrete landing platform and 
boat docking facility adjacent to the 
structure may be in for a similar fate, 
according to the agency’s public infor- 
mation officer, Richard Vawter. The 
Defense Department, which built the 
helipad, is preparing papers to turn it 
over to GSA for disposal. 

If the community finds no use for 
the helipad, it, too, is scheduled for 
demolition. 


This is a departure from previous 
GSA policy. Improvements made to 
the private property of former Vice 
President Spiro T. Agnew and banker 
Charles G. (Bebe) Rebozo by the gov- 
ernment were allowed to remain on 
grounds that removal would cost more 
than salvage. 

But the GSA promised Congress in 
1973, during hearings before the Sub- 
committee on Government Operations, 
that the command post at Key Bis- 
cayne would never be left behind to 
“become a guest house” on Nixon’s 
property. 

Rep. Jack Brooks, who has since be- 
come chairman of the House Commit- 
tee on Government > Operations, feels 
just as strongly about the helipad. 

The government spent $3,517,283 at 
Key Biscayne. Of that, GSA expendi- 
tures totaled $1,180,522. 

There are no figures to date on how 
much was recovered when the Nixon 
transition period ended on Feb. 9 
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and the government pulled out of the 
compound. . 

The GSA is still "compiling” that 
data, Vawter says, and will not release 
it for “several weeks”. 

In the meantime, GSA is having a 
minor problem with former Vice Pre- 
sident Spiro T. Agnew. 

The agency is still storing, free of 
charge, some 197 packing crates full 
of gifts Agnew received while he was 
in office which apparently are not clas- 
sified as public property under the 
Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act of 
1966. 

The GSA claims that Agnew has ig- 
nored their attempts to get him to re- 
lieve them of the crates, which would 
cost him several thousand dollars to 
store commercially. But his law- 
yer, Myron Mintz, said last week that 
his client “would be glad” to retrieve 
his property if the GSA ask3 him. 

Most tax experts agree that the gifts, 
even though many are of nominal com- 
mercial value, would be worth a siza- 


ble tax deduction to Agnew if he do- 
nates them to charity or a museum. 


Kennedy volunteers who handled ad- 
vance ticket sales for the Barbra Strei- 
sand benefit last weekend got con- 
fused when a $50 check arrived, bear- 
ing the signature: “Timothy Collins”. 

One of Joan' Kennedy’s friends as- 
sumed incorrectly that the “Timothy 
Collins” ordering a ticket was a 35- 
year-old New York stockbroker who 
sometimes escorts the senator’s wife to 
restaurants or art galleries when she 
is in Manhattan. 

Collins, who was photographed by 
Women’s Wear Daily last fall with 
Mrs. Kennedy on his arm, wasn’t sur- 
prised when he got the unsolicited 
ticket in the mail. He thought it was a 
courtesy invitation from the Kennedy 
family. 

The mix-up wasn’t discovered until 
two Timothy Collinses showed up at 
the Kennedy Center on Sunday night. 


The one who had paid, a young Strei- 
sand fan from Washington, exhibited 
his birth certificate to prove his claim 
for the seat. 

Since Joan Kennedy did not attend 
the event, stockbroker Collins had to 
pull out his checkbook and untangle 
the snarl before he could get into tha 
VIP event. 


Susan Ford, standing in for her 
mother at the Kennedy Center on Sun- 
day night wore the dress her mother 
had planned to wear before being con- 
fined to bed with arthritis . . . Sen. Ed- 
ward M. Kennedy’s daughter, Kara, 
will be going away to boarding school 
next year, but her younger brothers 
will continue to go to school in Wash- 
ington . . . Candice Bergen, still seeing 
White House photographer David Ken- 
nedy, met his parents here last week- 
end at a gourmet dinner party cele-' 
brating Kennedy’s birthday . . . 
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